Introduction

is numbered '9'. When the list begins Swift had been in
England for a year.1

Nothing remains of this earlier journal.
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Swift still regarded himself as a Whig, disillusioned
though he was by the indifference of the party leaders to
the true interest, as he held, of religion and the Church.
He looked to them for favour and influence.   From
Leicester, on his way to Ireland, he wrote to Lord Halifax,
in a style formal and unnatural, soliciting a prebend of
Westminster,  should  it fall  vacant;  and  again   from
Dublin, five months later, in the same manner, suggesting
as an alternative the Bishopric of Cork.2 But in that very
month,  November   1709,  occurred  an  event,  which,
gathering weight, was to bring full circle the downfall
of the Whigs and a Tory triumph. Dr. Henry Sacheverell
of St Saviour's, Southwark, an extreme High Church-
man, preached at St. Paul's his famous sermon on 'The
Perils of False Brethren'. Godolphin, to whom the nick-
name of Volpone had attached itself, stung by a reference
to 'the crafty insidiousness of such wily Volpones', was
determined, against the advice of Somers, upon impeach-
ment This false step raised Sacheverell to the position
of a popular hero, branded the Ministry as inimical to the
Church, and roused throughout the country a storm which
swept the Whigs from power.   Even moderate Tories
among the country gentlemen, clergy, and others, who
firmly supported the Revolution settlement, who had no
sympathy with the doctrine of passive obedience, as it was
enunciated by Sacheverell, regarded him as a victim of

1 Letters were not passing all the time, for Stelk and Rebecca Dingley
liad been in England for their last visit to the country of which we have any
record. A letter from Swift to Archdeacon Walls, 22 Jan. 1707-8, shows
that already they must have been there for some time, and they had not
returned to-Ireland in the middle of April 1708. See Corresp. I. 71, 82, and
notes; // infra, p. xxviii. .              2 Corresp. i. 157, 176-7.
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